Interactive Education Services
The South Australian Whale Centre offers a diverse range of interactive and discovery based education
programs and services for visiting groups. Tailored education programs can be delivered off site, or at
the Whale Centre in Victor Harbor (just over 1 hour drive South of Adelaide).
The South Australian Whale Centre features a purpose built classroom, the ‘Southern Right Room’,
which caters for groups of up to 30, in a private, safe learning environment. Programs run for 30-60
minutes and can be tailored to your group including special needs and English as a Second Language
students.
Our education services are aligned to the Australian Curriculum and include interactive education
programs, guided tours, ‘Whales on Wheels’ mobile education unit, school holiday ‘Whalefest’
programs and packages, history education programs and children’s birthday parties.
Curriculum links are available upon request and
from our website: www.sawhalecentre.com

Due to the high level of demand for education
programs, we recommend that teachers book as
far in advance as possible.

Contact the SA Whale Centre team
for more information or to book your
education/group service.
Phone: 8551 0750
Email: whalecentre@victor.sa.gov.au
Web: www.sawhalecentre.com

SA Whale Centre Interactive Education Program Options
Available for delivery at the SA Whale Centre and through the Mobile Education Unit

Program

Age
suitability
Pre-School Foundation

Description

Ships Ahoy!
Encounter 1802
(45 minutes)
NEW History Program

Years 1 - 3

Students will be introduced to the encounter in 1802 between
English navigator Mathew Flinders, and French explorer
Nicholas Baudin.
Following a video, junior primary students will have opportunity
to create their own sailing ships and re-enact ‘The Encounter’.

Encounter Bay Way Back
When The Meyers and
The Ramindjeri (1 hour)
NEW History Program
Grubs Up!
(1 hour)

Years 3 - 7

Following a video primary students will discover what life was
like in Encounter Bay during the 1840s through role play
between navigators, early settlers and Ramindjeri.

Years 1 - 7

Grubs Up! Develops students’ knowledge of whale features,
physiology and behaviour. This program uses water-based
experiments to demonstrate the feeding techniques of adult
and calf baleen (mysticeti) whales.

Who am I?
(45 mins)

Years 5 - 9

Who am I? Extends students’ knowledge of whale features,
physiology and behaviour using scientific identification methods
and tactile experiments.

Green Whales

Tourism Studies

Green Whales focuses on the local whale watching industry’s
role in “ecotourism” & its effect on the economy. Participants
learn about Encounter Bay’s historic whaling industry and its
influences on whale watching today.

Echo’s Tale of a Whale
(30 mins)

English as a Second
Language (ESL) and
Special Needs

Echo’s Tale of a Whale uses music, dance and tactile elements
to explore whales’ basic needs (food, water & habitat) and
develop children’s basic understanding of whale features,
physiology and behaviour.

This program is specifically tailored to meet the needs of the
participants & is delivered to appropriate language levels. All
programs use visual and tactile elements to support learning.

Group Packages:
The SA Whale Centre partner with several local groups & would be happy to provide a package for your school/tour
group. Please don’t hesitate to ask about other activities or curriculum that you may be interested in.
Book your Horse Drawn Tram rides, Big Duck Boat tours, Surf Lessons or the Urimbirra Wildlife Experience.
Additional Information:
All programs above are listed with recommended age suitability as a guide only. All program content can be adapted
to all year levels on request. Please contact our SA Whale Centre team on 8551 0750 to discuss your requirements.

Discovery Based Education Tours
The South Australian Whale Centre’s Discovery Education Tours are designed to be fun, interactive and
educational for students, teachers and parents.
Tours allow children to explore the Centre in an interactive way, report information to the class they have
learnt from their exploration, ask questions, use problem solving skills and lateral thinking and most of all
have fun! Tours can include storytelling, bone identification, role play.
Tours can be tailored to suit all ages and offer an alternative to curriculum based classroom education
programs, whilst maintaining relevant educational outcomes for students.

Tours are scheduled for 45 minutes and can include a short
film in the Fisheye 3D Theatre.
For more information about Discovery Education Tours,
please contact the SA Whale Centre team on:
Phone: 8551 0750 or
Email: whalecentre@victor.sa.gov.au

Granite Island Nature Tours
School group tours are offered both during the day and in the evening to discover and learn about the
wildlife on and surrounding Granite Island. The Island is home to a small colony of wild Little Penguins, who
return home from their day in the ocean at dusk. (Visiting the island during this time is ONLY available via
guided tour and numbers are restricted to protect the wild penguin colony).
*The tour departs from the building on Granite Island. Please
allow for a 10-15 minute walk across the Causeway to reach
Granite Island.
It is important to note that the penguin colony is small, and
typically we indicate that visitors can expect to see between 1 to
10 penguins on a tour, however, on occasion tour groups do not
see any penguins, the tours are still great fun, with plenty to see
and learn should the penguins have other plans.

‘Whales on Wheels’ Mobile
Education Unit
Let us come to you!
The South Australian Whale Centre’s ‘Mobile Education Unit’
is a travelling Educational Unit which delivers interactive
performances and hands-on classroom based science
experiments on school campus.
Ask us which program would suit your class, your needs and
curriculum requirements

School Holiday ‘Whalefest’ Programs
Come and join us each school holiday for a sensational science experience!
The South Australian Whale Centre offers holiday programs for primary aged
children aged 5 - 12 years (younger children may participate with an adult).
Sessions for the general public are on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday each week of the school holidays
and OSHC Centres and group bookings are welcome Monday to Friday of each week. Min 10.
Programs include hands-on science based experiments, craft activities and mind-boggling feats of science,
magic and discovery developed around different marine / coastal themes each holidays.
For general public session times and OSHC/Group bookings phone 8551 0750.
OSHC & Group Booking Package Deal Options: (Not applicable to the general public)
Option 1
Whale Centre

Option 2
2 for 1 package deal

Option 3
2 for 1 package deal

Includes ‘Whalefest’ at the SA
Whale Centre and free entry to
all 3 floors of the
Interpretive Centre.
$7 per child

Includes ‘Whalefest’ at the SA
Whale Centre and
1 free ride at the Victor Harbor
Amusement Park.
$10 per child

Includes ‘Whalefest’ at the SA
Whale Centre and park entry to
the Urimbirra Wildlife Experience.
$10 per child

2018 School
Holiday Programs
SA Whale Centre
Victor Harbor
Shell Dwellers
Meet some creatures who live
in shells & create shell art!
2nd - 19th January 2018
Sculpture & Painting Workshops
Learn from a professional artist.
Make and paint marine creatures.
(Coincides with Victor Harbor Rotary Art Show)

15th, 16th, 17th, & 19th January 2018
Humpback Whales
Let’s have a closer look whale
blubber and whale behaviour.
17th – 27th April 2018
Junior Whale Spotter
Get tips on how to spot and identify
whales seen on the South Coast.
10th – 20th July 2018

National Bird Week
Inspiring kids to identify coastal
birds. Take home penguin craft.
2nd – 12th October 2018
Oceanic Christmas Decorations
Make ocean themed Christmas
decorations to take home.
th
18 , 20th & 21st December 2018
Leafy Sea Dragons
Discover where can you find these
beautiful creatures? Decorate one
to take home.
th
27 Dec 2018 – 18th Jan 2019

Bookings Essential. www.sawhalecentre.eventbrite.com
Suits primary school aged children
Phone: 8551 0759 or email whalecentre@victor.sa.gov.au
2018 Public sessions: Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 2:00pm-3:00pm.
OSHC bookings: Monday - Friday. Minimum 10 students.

History Based Education Programs
The South Australian Whale Centre’s History based education programs are designed to be
fun, interactive and educational for students, teachers and parents alike.

‘Ships Ahoy! Encounter 1802’
Designed for years 1 to 3, the first of these new programs ‘Ships Ahoy!’ aims to introduce
students to one of the most important events in the history of South Australian exploration: the
encounter in 1802 between English navigator Mathew Flinders, and French explorer Nicholas
Baudin. This program can also be adapted for years 4 - 7.

‘Encounter Bay, Way Back When’
Suitable for years 3 to 7 our second history program “Way Back When – The Meyers
and the Ramindjeri” focuses on developmental changes which occurred in Encounter
Bay, from the time of English settlement during the 1840s; when the Ramindjeri people lived in
the bay, up till the present.

All content of these activities is aligned with the Australian Curriculum HASS 8.1 - History, for
Years 3 to 7.

Education Services Fee Structure
All Programs, tour and
package prices
include
Whale Centre
admission
for students and
DECS ratio
of carers/teachers
(see bottom).

Interactive Education Programs — At The South Australian Whale Centre
Standard education program
(max 30 students per session)

(12-20 students)
(21-30 students)

$125.00
$180.00

Special needs/ESL (max 20 students)

$125.00

Kindergarten program (Max 25 children/session)

$100.00

Out of Hours Surcharge – Applies outside of 10.00am –
5pm weekdays (per session fee)

$60 per hour

Please note:
Multiple bookings
attract a discount.

Discovery Education Tours - At The South Australian Whale Centre
45 minute Discovery Based Tour of the Centre
(Max 30 children/tour)
Mobile Education Unit —Whales on Wheels (offsite)
Professor Blubber Show
(min 1 class, max 4 classes per show)
Additional Shows presented on the same day
Interactive education programs (Max 30
children/session)

$4.50 per child
+ $40 Guide Fee
Booking Fee

$4.50 per child
$50.00 - 250.00
travel allowance
varies
depending on location

Whale / Wildlife Discovery Boat Tours — By The Big Duck Boat Tours
45 minute Boat Ride (up to 26 passengers total)

Price on Request

90 minute Sightseeing Tour including whale watching in
season (up to 26 passengers – students and teachers)

Price on Request

Granite Island Nature Tours – Meet/Depart from building at Granite Island
1 to 1.5 hour guided tour

Plus Per Student/Session Rate

Price on Request

$4.00 per child
$100.00 - $180.00
Tours are subject to weather
conditions.
Spray and life jackets
provided.

Tours are subject to seasonal
availability.

All prices for programs, tours and packages booked through and hosted at the South Australian Whale Centre
include Whale Centre admission for students and DECS ratio of carers/teachers:
Pre-School (4yrs and under): 1 free adult per child
Junior Primary (Kindy- Yr 2): 1 free adult per 5 children
Primary (Yr 3 - 7): 1 free adult per 10 children

Secondary/Tertiary: 1 free adult per 15 students
OSHC /Mixed Primary ages: 1 free adult per 8 children
Additional adults will be charged at standard entry rates/fee

Fees are current at date of publication and are subject to change. Please confirm all pricing prior to booking.
Cancellation policies, charges and after hours fees apply. Reprinted November 2016.

Group Guided Tours Fee Structure
Have you ever wondered what whales eat? Where are the best vantage points to see
whales
and dolphins? Why whales were hunted almost to extinction? How such large mammals have adapted to living
in the ocean?

You will learn the answers to these and many other questions on a
Guided Tour of the South Australian Whale Centre.
The Centre offers 30 and 60 minute Guided Tours of the Centre. Bookings
are essential and tours can be scheduled between 9.30 am and 4.00 pm,
seven days per week (excluding Christmas Day).
Tours include elements of whaling history, whale physiology, current marine threats, evolution and marine life
habitat and food sources.
Guides will also share stories and secrets not normally available to the public.

Group Tour Guide and Bus Driver are offered free entry.
Group Guided Tours are suitable for Senior, Coach and Adult groups. Please see Discovery Based
Educational Tours for school and child groups.
Fees

Booking Type
Guide Booking Fee

Plus per person

Guided Tour – 30 min duration (12 – 20 people – 1 guide)

$25.00

$5.00 per person

Guided Tour – 30 min duration (21 – 45 people – 2 guides)

$40.00

$4.50 per person

Guided Tour – 60 min duration (12 – 20 people – 1 guide)

$50.00

$5.00 per person

Guided Tour – 60 min duration (21 – 45 people – 2 guides)

$80.00

$4.50 per person

Guided Tours

After hours fee – 7am – 9am and 5pm - 9pm

$60.00 per hour

Group Entry Discounts
Group Bookings ( min 12 people – NO guide)
Limited access to Centre (due to stairs)

$8.10 Adult admission
$5.85 Concession admission
$4.50 per person

Contact the SA Whale Centre team for more details or to make a booking by phone 08 8551 0750 or email
whalecentre@victor.sa.gov.au
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